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RULE MAKING HEARING IMPACTING PROGRAMS  

Denver - The Department of Health Care Policy and Financing adopted emergency 

rules on Monday, July 31, 2006, for three programs impacted by HB 06S-1023:  

the Children’s Basic Health Plan, the Old Age Pension State Medical Program, 

and the Colorado Indigent Care Program.  Governor Bill Owens signed HB 06S-

1023 Monday afternoon.  “This is landmark legislation and our agency has done 

an outstanding job preparing for its implementation”, said Steve Tool, 

Executive Director of the Department of Health Care Policy and Financing.   

HB06S-1023 impacts persons who are 18 years of age or older and who are 

applying for benefits for the first time or who are facing their annual 

redetermination, unless they are exempt under federal law.  These individuals 

will be required to provide notarized photocopies or original documentation 

for verification of citizenship.  These documents include: a valid Colorado 

driver’s license, a Colorado identification card, a United States Military 

Card, Military Dependent’s identification card, United States Coast Guard 

Merchant Mariner Card or a Native American Tribal Document; and execute an 

affidavit stating that he or she is a United States citizen or legal 

resident.   
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The fourth program, Medicaid, may have populations affected by this 

legislation but that rule-making will not occur until August 11, 2006. Most 

populations under Medicaid are already subject to the Federal Deficit 

Reduction Act of 2005.  It became effective July 1, 2006.  The Medical 

Services Board adopted an emergency rule on March 10, 2006, which became 

final on May 12, 2006, to implement this new federal law.  It requires 

Medicaid clients and applicants who declare that they are citizens of the 

United States to provide documentation to establish their United States 

citizenship and their identity.  

Rules for Medicaid clients, affected by HB 06S-1023, will be presented 

at the August 11, 2006 Board meeting.  An Agency letter will be sent to 

counties clarifying expectations as a result of this legislation.  Counties 

and Medical Assistance sites will be required to keep copies of the 

documentation for audit and enforcement purposes.  The Department intends to 

submit a request for an emergency supplemental to address additional costs 

associated with implementation of the legislation. 

Documents related to yesterday’s Board meeting can be found at the 

following link:  http://www.chcpf.state.co.us/ 
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